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Opened in a Sermon preached at York 


F ebruary 3- 1655. the day of.S wearing: | 
the Lord Maior. 


CC 


OSS 


By Edward Bowles 1: A. Preacher. ofthe... ZP 


Jalpe, there, 


Zach.$.4. 

And 1 will bring forth the Curſe, ich the Lord'of Hoſts » and 
it hall encer-into the Houſe of the Thief, and into the Houſe 
of him that ſweareth falſly by my Name: and ic ſhall remain 
in the midſt of his Houſe, and ſhall conſume 1 ir, with the 


J imber thereof, and the Stones theteof. - 


_ 


jb rinted and ſold in Tork, by Tho: Broad. 
1 6.5 5. 


TPO OPPOPDYE PSLS 


2 To the Honourable Stephen Watſon EL ord Maioy, 
3 the Aldermenand the Common Counſell of 
the ancient .Citie of York, 
Honoured and beloved, | | 
Sal 1 hath pleaſed rhe Lord of the 
Re Harvcft in his wiſe and good 
RA Providence, to allor my Work 
| and Service (if it be worch the 
p. rame of Service) 'ro that Cirie 
33 which God-ath made not 6hes 
Is y your babirarion,But alſo your 
charge ;, T am Pleaſed with my 
| lot, not onely as it is from't 
Lord, but as ic is among you : I mutt acknewledge- 
( and hereby do) that I have found char aff<fiort and 
refpe& from you as becomes a Miniſter of Chtift;cand 
I have endeavonted ro 'gixe you & reſtimony ; that'T 
have not fought my own profir , bur the profir-bFma- 
ny-,' that they might be ſaved , (if I may uſe the words 
of ſo great an Apoſtle concereing my felf ) ' 1 have 
J been induced partly by way.of acknowledgement and 
reſpe& , -. but eſpecially by the ſenfe of my duty ; as a 
Miniſter, ro offer r6 your readingand' conſideration the 
ſabſfance of a Sermon ately preached among you, 
which I hope (rbrough Divine bleſſing) may be uſefull 
Fro you; You who are awakened cannor bur be ſenſible 
J how cafily , and how ory the Word ſpoken ſlrpþs 


from 


3 


from -you. Ir is ſoon gone from us who ſtudy ir, and | 
write 1t,and ſpeak it; you have lefſe advantage to're- | 
tain ir, who hear ir but once, unlefle the peculiar Pro- 7 
miſe and Bleſſing made to the Word Preached, do be- 
friend you, I am jealous over you (| hops ) with a 7 
golly jealouſie,leaft through inadvertency of mind, an- # 
ſutableneſſe and unprepardneſle of heart, earthlineſſe of 
affe&ion, ſeconded with Satans depths and devices, this | 
counſell given you concerning Oathes may be forgotten, # 
I know you have a!moſt daily need to confider of this 
ſubje& , being frequently called to a&tions* relating! 
thercnaro , and it 1s now in your power daily , 'or a 
leaſt frequently, to peruſe it ; If youwalk in rhe vio: | 
lation of the Oathes of God that are upon you , it willy 
nor be charged upon me , I have delivered my own} 
ſoul , and endeayoured . to dcliver yours. -I have but} | 
two words ſurther to ſpeak unto- yorf at this preſent ;Þ 
Firſt, that you would more*frequetitty"and ditfoent!y 
attend the preaching of the Word, The Power of God 
wnto ſalvation, It pleaſeth God our of his bounty and 
g001 will to.you , to affor{ you beſides the publique 
Ordinances on the Lords day, a week]y Lecure, which 
I apprehend to be very much negl-&cy ,. and I haye off 
ren heard the pauciry of hearers laixi as a reproch vpoi- 
rhe Citie, by well diſpoſed ſtrangers. I pray confi 
der year ſelv:s and? thoſe thar are :ſorrewfull for thy 
lewn aſſembly to whom the repraath of «t it 4 burthe1 
Zeph.3.18, You may plead our unworthineſſe wh( 
preach unto you, but that Plea I doubr will not be ac 
mitted at the great Barr 3 there 1s not the meaneſt 0 
the Miniſters of Chriſt by whoſe labours you, mjgh 
nor profic, if the defe& were not in your own | hear} 
* | |  Remembde. 
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Remember that Divine Inſtitution and Bleſſing ate the 
J the Speakers, or the capacirie of rhe Hearers. _ God is 

| pleaſed moſt frequently to concurr with che plaineſt, 
(I had almoſt faid the meaneRt) gift,in the converſion of 


n-  menthat the glory might be of God,and nor of men... 
24 am ſure you cannot plead wane of leiſure, through mul- 


titude of trading & worldly impfoymenr,I wiſh: it were 
more 3 and truly I think there is no better way to help 
;r, then to deal liberally with God in publike Duties. 
Ficft, he hath ſecured you that you ſhall be: no Jooſers, 
by thar promiſe made ro:the 1ſr4el of God; Nezthen ſhaft 


! 4 any man deſire thy Land (that is; thon (halt : ſuſtain 'no 


damm 1ge,the Lord is thy ſecurity) when: thou goeſt ap to 


a appear before the Lord thy God. Nay, I chink you may 
s ſafcly applie that paſſage of the Lord to :his_ people, . 


Hagg. 2.18 Conſider the day that the foundation of the 
Temple "nw laid, conſider it, from this day.wid.1 tleſſe 
yo, Trie the Lord,;- or rather truſt the Lord. You com- 
plain of grezr decayes, and they are viſible; Tow Sow 
much , axd breng in little, &pc.(onfider your wayes\, whe- 
ther you be not defeRive in that which concerns the 
Heulſeof: God, The ſecond®*3s this, that you would ſtu- 
die by all means to preſerve peace and unitie among 
your ſelves, by delivering up unto perpetuall oblivion all 
inycterate enyies and enmitics; to that end that Magi- 
ſtrates would equally and gently(as to Brethren) adm1- 
nifter juſtice,C/ mean onely ſuch a gentlenefſe as to ex- 
ecute the Law wich a'Goſfell ſpirit) that the people 
| would ſubmit themſelves in the fear of God, & nor wear 
$ out the ſpirits of their Rulers by their cumbrance. and 
Y- rifez but turn ſome of _ into prayers, 

2 to 


FITS ROE TRIES « 
EO AFL 56 & - 3-19 >© > Vo ION TIE 
E wb Ts Ws BY TE Sy £ 


* © CT REY 


main advantages in hearing the Word, 'nov the Gifts-af 
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4 Tim 2.1, 5 20 which they fe obliged by the ſacred Rulc* Fr ivealior 
iro/blarhe then.uoderſtand ee work/and weight 0: Magi- 
Rracy and-Mintſexy,clpeeially when they have to deal 
with a people that are poor & foot:ſb,and know ot the way © 
the Lord, nor the judgemest of their God, ſer. 5, 4. And E 
laſtlyy ir will tend euch co-unity,thae you be very care- 
full: whar: Miniſters ace- planted among you, fach. as 
give fome evidence: of' the Spiric ; of God gdvvelling in | 
them, whoſe fruirs are /ove and peace; ſuch as are deſi- 
rous of Reformarion , .leaſt ſuperſticion , vatiitie- and 
Nirife-proceed from chem who - ſhould be the greateft 
promoters of Knowledge: Fruch and Peace. I-witl de- 
airi iyeu' no: {anger if I: Have .erted in what F have: 
- /writcen to you, impute tr to the largeneſle of my affe- 
Rion'to the Citie, whith may poſſibly have increnched 
2 Cor.13.11 : uPon'tny underſtanding in what, Ychave ſaid; .. Final, 
brethren, farewell. ;. Bepsrft#,  beof gous comfort. , be of 
one thinde, lice in peace ;. ahd the Gon of love-unth peare 
ſhall be with you, 
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D nkons ofien had i it in; my HEAL rs FRY” 
Wt concerning :Oatbesy a: ſubject 
which (dydy cophdered 3; would 'admir 
 niſiermatter of hamiliation- aadceforma- 
;-tion t0:us and many more: and Roy 
VL R i} chis: opportunity, put into, my; hands, I 
| ARR NAball delivermy (elf, taking the:words of - 
y L EEE 2k =. our Saviour, which have beeny read unto 
j.gro-md-work, which,whologyerwonld undenftands 
you Nf gently coplider che icape of the plates and the perſons 
he had to deal. with 4; 24%: the Jews,leavened widh'Pheriſaicall 
gloſſes-gnd corrupt eradidons., , ,-!., 

: OuriSayiour was ngwinghe exerriſeof-his yrophecicall- Of- 

preaching thaGoſpdll.t theRingdommabdhadinghe 
d-ppinjon,ofgheRhoriſces 50, be goſh oppoiite: apd pic- 
judigiall to hisimaxion, befor bimeltin'thsSemon'to pull 
[don the righteguinedle of the Scyibes;and- Pharyecsa-tharifo 
. Bhemightbripginghaaghtgaorle.ghichie of G6d by faith; 
= and therefore tele ghemls ol gs Sham exepriber righteteſnofſe 

EDS hs righoniliedf e ihe ngd Eogrifed » thoſÞonls 
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riſces ſeeing they could not ravſe their tightecuſneſſe ro the 

lmegvf the. Law.,' they brought down'the .Law-co thelevell & 

Oy Nighteoa eſſe; 1n particular, they reſtrained. the 

n ents which if themſelves ave fpirttuel] and txtec 

ding broad ( reaching, the-thouphes and \incents af cbr heart, if 

all kinds and degreeg of eyii]) to ſom outward aftions,whis 

in theficength moAſÞriveptes they might forbear, tho! 
- righe Heirs areche Papifts, who, reſolved to eſtabliſh a righre-f 
_ duſneſſe of works; andipollibiley of falfilinFeTay's -witlball 
. Ho.mearſs gdiie thareoneapifcetics iFfin;! Ii 4 

Pall righeedtfadſeſhontd betaidet,” 7 [5 <* 

=; Bar td refutif tothic Phariſees wilywhod Chit 

they reſtated cheſeventh Commandementtor F 


Lg 


tery, Chrilt Extendsit to the wandringsofthe eye and heare! 


| 
* they {irfiited the ſixt Commandment to-aRtgalitmucthergeherel] | 
a; Cliriſtextends it to-inotdinatepaſſion arid iNlafgaage: foff 
- deale they in this patticelar whereof wetreir.'* They Conrrelll | 
thethirdCommandement co perjarte,' whereas Chit exteridill 
Fr cotheproti{bicion of ral} vain fearing by- the Creatirenll | 
And fol cometo the words, ondly*T muſt fiiſlfeadeavourrhilll 
determination of one Queſtion,” whertier' CHAR-Gi' this iſh . 
<ourſe metadanwhrogiriowottheLiw, an wiv th; or one | 
14 4 inrampretationt of ict! Certainly not anvabiopaticifo the 
'mora}l 4.aw, whielrlic profefſes be cane at #6'\d0Brcy} bive'to full | 
PL,-Verie:t7. Some would have ic to bean addition, whichif 
opinion indeed hath the countenance of fome'of the Pacherni ; 
- but the Socinians. are meſtearheſt in'chis conveprion, upon thiilf © 
\pr6und, they. will nor adinit of theſarivfattion ofOlri, of 
”" | or gas juſtificatio! 


; 6 af * * » h 4 | \ \ 3 P a ; > « Bw" 
juftifieation by his death 3 and for the wrovg' they dit thy fiis 


PriefilyOfee, theyprecend co make amends.in- his Propheci- 
call, andy that he came co:improve andraiſetbe Peeeep rs of 
the old Teſtament; and gives more. exat Law then-was given 
© by He, inthe obſervation whereof. our Goſpel]. righteouſe 
® Neſs ſhonld conſift. Batwe beleeve that our Lord Jeſig only in- 
tended a reſtauration of the Law from the corcupt:gloſſesand 
& traditions of che” Elders, with whom!tiedeats in'this diſeourle , 
not with Widoſes, wha was: faithfullin the Houfe of God + for he 
Phas profeſſesth ar he camenotta defiroy the Law,:which:upon-che 
matterhehad done, ifhe had ſhewed ic tobe a ſhort orcrooked | | 
rule, but to fa!filiic, or (as the word will bear. } 5 fill ic up, by Tangorar: * 
true and'fall intorpretacions. . Chriſt fulfilled the Law, both | 
proicaly-nobeyingir;-and dedrinalh in making up thoſe gaps 
which the Phariſaleall gloſſes and'tradicions had made ins. 
- Lou have heard tba: it hath been ſzjd by them of old timverois agate E 
#53 -0ras forme would have it,'to chem of old tine; Ic may be . 
hereenquired whattimes and perſons Chriflt hath referenceto.in 
al thispeſage; ſome may'think-that he. hath reſpetk mnto. Moſes 
| aa people 6f Ifracl towhern he ſpakethings to-rbjspurpod 
El Lev. 19: 144 Le ſhall not ſwear by my Name falſely, ett. Bulb 
ml leeve that att antiquity of a mach: later dare is meant by this 0x” 
dal prefiion;even of thoſe: Elders:mentioned, Ja. 45.4 whoſe E 
art t?4dicions rhe Phariſees complained wore broken by Chrifts DU- v4 
og & try for che word id g/47©,, lignifier: Dmcimes thas whichis = © - 
"fall not Iohgpatty- af AF.15979;-\Nndbcrerakerioticethataloenhe 
wlll Liw adtthe' Pioplicts thaerofſe.np agongrationafmgywio 
4) Were noroontent with tlie avticten word > but {added ahe fupple- by 
real Ment oferaditions, which chough/in the eſteem ofthe Bhariſces, AR. 22.33 
rhe] wereancltne, yetivery far ſhort oferue antiquiryWwhid-was He- of 
er antrhe *Prophites ; 'the 'churerpart obchis dealing we find 
it! the'Charch vf Rame; who befides: the wrbworei Yy29urers ; 
brAlhave a verBuks E4cgev,atratitionall ward whichthey make E. 
requall rothe Seripturein anchority and cſteem;thus the: Couneill-*-*: 27 2 
rick of Trent, 'Traditiones ipſes twiix ad tn ad. mores per tinentes part <2, of 
rl peter off elim ac Scripnorss ſuſcipit&> vexraneEctlefia Ramana:' | | 
ff And hey will pretend much of antiquity for theieprafliſer, but 
v itts.a modertrantiquity; (if I may - ſpeak} the netwanpiguNy 
Ydoal 2 4) 


J 


PAGER  { £ Rv 
of Chriftand'his Apoſtles they have'no mitde to deal with,nor 
_"yeirhacofthe tick chree hundred years after Chrilty anleſle;ic by) 
* fornePeeces which they may: 'Juitly call: theirs', beeaule rhey 
have eicher forged or corupredithem':. althongh-we. muſt ac- 
"knowledge, that ſome of their-corruptions began early in the F* 
"Church, - which we havean intimation', 2 Thefſalowians 2.7, 
wk hatis it that wasſaid by them of old 1iime ? Thou ſbalt ot WY 
: forſrwvear thy ſelf,&Fc. was it net well ſaid ? yer doubrielic it was | 
"the eruth:, burnotall the ttuth ; rake the words in thernſelves 
and it was well ſaid , but take them with reſpeRQco the third 
Cornmandement, which thereby they intended'to interpret ,.it 
'was amiſſe's for they contain not the ſamand ſubſtancegtfthac 
*Commandement, which reaches notonely to forſwearing, but 
to vain ſwearing, ſwearing by the Creatures; and otherabuſcs 
of the name of God, - then frequent among the Jews, who (pro- 
vided they did not {wear by the name of God) thonght.them- 
ſelves exea(able if they ſwore frequently. 1n ordinary commani- 
' catlon,and that by the Creatures ; and that ſome of their Qucheg 
'by the Creatures were not obliging, as we finde Jxth,23-16,M.- 
where the Gold and the Gift: were by :their covetouſnelle agy 


: " 'x 6 6 


hag | 
th 
is; upon all that haxe xelacion tothe ſecond; Adgm y as Pin: 


: inde | 


"B34 hadto the Lift, visto be of his Seed, - Sa that this. exprel+ 


Won | rear not at all Jay be limited, nouvichiianding jts ſear 


ahiverſalitig,and mult be expounded by the temper of thoſe 

| bots in which it was ſpoken , and whoſe pufaba rn Arbaa ic 
+. ras ſpoken ; for where theSeripture ſpeaks adgbvminene, as it 
* Koch ouch inthis places their diſpofition and opinion mult be 
'Wonſidercd, which was to {wear qrdinarily in their communies- 
Sn, when bare afiirmations or negations would haye ſufficed © 
Wd becauſe they had not onely a religious bur a ſyperſiicious 
pprehenſion of the name ofGed, and would not ule. it when 
zey might, they ſwore by the Creatures, and thought they 
ere not mueh bound by ſuch Oathes; ſo that all our Saviour 
ntcnds, is thiss Swear not as you are wont to do, or, as you 
ink you may do; fwear not atall by the Creatures : for the 
enerall word [ »ot at a# | muſt be interpreted by the. partigu- 
zrs enumerated, which if they had been omitted, or, if the 
zame of God had been put among them), ic muſt have been 
onltrued as a generall prohibition , which nuw it eannor be. 
nd whereas this not mentioning of the name of God may 
cem to be ſupplied inthat of Fams.g.12.where to the enumera=- 


ion of ſorne particulars this generall clauſe is added, | Neither 


* iy ary other 0b) it muſt be reſtrained to oaths of that kinde;for 
t were ſtrange that the name of God ſhould be intended and 
-* Hor mentioned in either of theſe Scriptures, which 

"" Eſpecially to be vindicated from profanation. If chis Bueſtian: 
need any furcherelcaring,I {ball mentiqn another place,where 


is Bndertheſingle expreſſion of ſwearing,nor all [wearing,but falſ; 


ain, and raſh (wearing is diſcountenanced, v2. Eccleſ.g.2.He 


It BL: ſweareth, and he that fearetb an Oath are oppoted; where he 
Fhat ſweareth, ſignifies a prophaneſwearer, and he that feareth 


n @ath ; opethar geverenceth, not one thac refuſeth icin all 
aſes,.. So that you lee-it.is agrecable rothe: ſcope and _gircu 


#5 #gf*f* 


1 Mances of this place, as alſoto other Seriprures, thatchis uni- 


erſall clauſe: | Sear »0f at all | be interpreted with reftriftion 
o the vain, nnneceflary cuſtomary abufe of ſwearing among 
She Jews» po: 2, | $2 
The wordsthus explancd, offer to our obſervation theſe tws 


Propolizgiens ; | _ 
we" .C : Propoſe 


- oO 


ee men wear eigen APTN trace 


Propof. 1. Teisnotutterly unlawfull to ſwear. '". 
- TT. Itis utterly abominable to forſwear.  .oW1 
The later of theſe Propofitions was never under queſtion, \ 
therighteouſneſſe of the 'Scribes and Phariſees which reachedF { 
notheaven, y@ reachc thus far , Thox ſhalt not forſwearthy ſelf,% | 
The fomer hath endured ſome difpute , and therefore 1 tkall ©: 
endeayour to confirm it by ſome arguments. P 
I, Thefirſt taken from the confideration of the third Com-;Þ ; 
mandement, to which fwearing is generally reduced, and in'Y t 
deedſeems to be the main intent of1t; it 'is there (aid , Thou t 
fbalt nst take the name of the Lord thy God #1: vain : thou ſhalt notY | 
uſe it nec fruftra, nec falſo, forthe word [vain] in Scriprure figniR r 
fies both, Bur it is not ſaid, Thou ſhalt nor uſe ic, or lift ic up ( 
(as the word [ignifies} in.any caſe; but the forbidding of the 5 
abuſe doth implie,or rather enjoyn a lawkfull uſe of the name 
of God in ſwearing, which isthe affirmative part of the PreceptF c 
And ifthe Morall Law (of which this is a (peciall pare) be of 8 
. generall and perpetuall obligation to all men in all ages, (ai o 
without doubt it is) we yet remain not onely under the liberty 7: 
but in juſteaſes under the duty of ſwearing. 7 a 
2, Itis a part of Divine worſhip, not a: Ceremoniall or mu} I 
table part, there is noſhadow of a ſhadow or Type in it, as on G 
well obſerves, and therefore not out of date in the new Teſta cc 
ment. Ic is ſo conſiderable a part of worſhip, that all worſhig 4: 
ix ſometimes expreſſed by it, as at other times by-ealling upon} P 
the name of God, And the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, thougl A 
his work be to ſhew the diaſnulling of all carnall and tempo L 
rary ordinances among the Jews, 1sſo farr from putting ſwearf m 
ingamong.them , that he ſcems toeſtabliſh ir as a ſtanding OrNl ſn 
dinanice in that place, Heb. 6.r6. whereit is ſaid, That an OaM th 
for ennfirmation s (not was) the end of allſtrife, And indeediciff} w 
an a&ion which (duely andreverently minag-d ) doth give m 
great deal of honour to God, which is the properend of worſf| fo 
Mip it gives him the honour of his Soveraigntie,OmniſciencyyÞ ar 
Juſtice and Truth ; ir gives him the laſt appeal in all differen Sc 
renees, Which is a great Truſt, and conſequently a great hofj be 
nour; and, In7uifitio poſt juramentuns Deo rogat injuriam, It i to 
fie&s up2n God himſelf, when men will not reft it an Oath th 
which was appointed for the end of ſtrife, 3 Th 


- 3, The ground. and occaſion of Oathes yet remains, and the 
. Lywgul remain till the foundation of it be removed. An Oath 
lon, was appointed in remedinm' defeins, and thele deteRs which 
hed ſyearing was appointed as a remedy for, yet continue ſach as 
ſelf. the deecit, falſhood, incredulity of men, the ground of 2ſſertory 
Kal; Oathes; che inſtabilicy and changeableneſſe of men, theground 
2 of promiſſary Oathes, Thereare controverſies yetto be decided, 
om-/23 and will be, and ſq an uſefulneſſe of Ofthes for the ending of 
in" them. Humane Societies cannot ſubfiſt without evidences of 
Thou truth, and mituall beliefamong men , which ſometimes muſt 
notY be ctabliſhed by an Oath ; and therefore J#!ias the Apoſtate 
gni-Y taking it for grant, that the Chriſtian Religion did forbid all 
up Oathes, inſulted upon it as falſe and ridiculous, becauſe it did 
the Tollere precipuum humzn#- ſocietatis Vinculnm. 
amey Having ipoken tothe vindication of Oathes, it 1snot unne+ 
epi; ceflary to adde ſomething concerning the regulation of them, 
e off & becanſel muft not exceed the limits of a Sermon, I hall onely 
(aF open that known place Jer.4.2.Thou ſbalt ſwear the Lord liveth, in 
yl trath, in righteenſneſſe, and in judgement : where we have the form 
7 and gualif:ationsof alawfull Oath ; the form, The Lord liveth. 
# In every Oath chere ought to be an interpoting of the Name of 
on} God; Dewt.6.13. Thou ſbalt (wear by bis Name. To (wear is to 
(tay confetſea Deitie, as appears by comparing thoſetwo places, I. 
ſhi 45-23. To me ſhall every knee biw , and every tongue ſwear 3 with 
pol Phil.2.11.That every towgue ſhould:confeſſe that Feſtus. Chriſt 33 Lord. 
ug} And becauſe we finde this expreſſion frequent in Scripture, The 
pot Lo5d diverb, itdeſerves alittle opening ; to which purpoſe we 
car} may take notice of that paſſage in Hebrews, 6..16. Men verily 


Or ſmear by the greater. And'\when the Lord ſweareth, he doth it by Deur.32.40. 
al that in himfelf which is the greareſt, his Life, amd hic Holineſſe, Plal.g. 55s 


which are more then ſingle Attributes: His Lifeis his funda- 
mentall excellency, and his bolinefſe is more then an Attribute, 
@ for ic is that complexion which runs thorow all his Attribuces, 
and makes them beautifull. And this is the aſuall forme in 
Scripture which Men and Angels have made uſe of. Reve!.10.6. 
becauſe of the pecaliar accommodation of the life of God 'un- 
toan Oath, for ic imports that he ſees and knows our appeal, 


that be abides ready toconfirm che truch, or avenge the falſe- 
Re. hood 


hood of him that (wears. And Ice not how! ſwearingby atyiſ;1 
Creature can'be exetnpted from Idolatry, if {wearing be:( a»uMw: 
hath been proved) a-pars of Worſhip, God complains tha 
the Children of Iſrael ſwore by them that were no gods, Jerem, Fx 
5-7. and to ſwear by Creatures,turns them into Idols, if they "Jn 
were not ſo before: to worſhip an Image and ſwearby a Crea- fe 
ure, may be ranked cogether. And though ſome would ex- i 
cuſe that expreſſion of Joſeph, | By the life of Pharash] and tell m1F; 
chat che primitive Chriftians did ſometimes ſwear & ſalntem1 
Pnperatorn, yet the former language ſeems ficter for Tgyp: thenr 
for Cx1ar, andthe later ſaveurs more of Courtſhip then Chris 
\Rianity, There is indeed a paſſage ofonr: Saviour, Aſarth. 23, 
21, 22, where he ſeems to makeir all one to ſwear by ſome 
Creatures, as to ſwear by God himſelf; for he ſaith, that he ehx*Hhe 
ſweareth by the Temple, ſweareth by hem that dwelleth therein ; and bt) 
that ſweareth by Heaven the Throne of God, (weareth by bim that ſitteth} 
thereon + but the ſcope of our Saviour malt be attended , who) 
reproves the vain conceit of the Phariſees , who theught Gudih 
was not concerned in thoſe Oaths where his Name was not ex-| 
preſly mentioned; and tels therm, that beeauſe thoſe Oarhs wereſ# 
reducibleunto God, who accounted himſelf interefſed in eve-X 
ry Oath, they could not be excuſed from perjury.in the breach} . 
cfthem. Parews expreſſes it briefly and well, that thoſe OathsYor 
were formaliter vitioſa, {ed finaliter obligatoria : So that our $a+| 
viour doth not gon:menance thoſe forms of (wearing, but diſ-Fr 
countenance their great vanitie and folly in the conſtrucion ofjy 
them; for an Oath taken by that which is no god, if he that 
ſwears, puts it in the room of God, ic will be found tooblige.f 
Thus much for the Form of an Oath, from which howſoever it; 
hath pleaſed men to vary, yet it is good to have recourſe to theſj 
firſt and pureſt uſe of Oathes, which was, to mention the Name 
ofthe Lord with lifcing np the hand to Heaven; ſo Abrahaw ( as} 
fit for onr pattern as any manelſe ) Gereſe 14. 22: {bave bft pi 
my band 10 the Loyd, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth , that I will 
not, One. ja 
— Thus much concerningthe Form, the Qualifications follow, @ - 
In truth,in righteonſnefſe,and in judgement. Hicrome givesthis bricl} 
andelear interpretation of theſe words, There muſt be verits 
ins 


y by Wer re, juſfitinin caſa, juditium :in modo jurand. Firlt, he that 
 a*iMwcars mull havea piincipall .eye to Truth ,.for the end ofan. 
that Þ&ſertory oath is to evidence truth,and of a projiufiory oath to engage. 
rem Fonh: veits entre muſt be looked to in the former, Vexit4s mentrs 
they Jn che latter, and no room is left for equivocation, whieh 'croſ- 
rea» Fes the very end of an Oath. Ic is certainly a moſt horrid im- 
d ex- zery tO call God to witneſs an untrath,who delights to be ſtiled 
Ul a42F he God of truth 5; it 18anaffront we ſhould be aſhamed ro offer 
em Perſon of Honour, to make hima partner in our iniquitie. In 
hen{Wrief, hethat ſwears a falſhoeg, doth inſinaate, that God doth 
-hri-Wichee not know thetruch, ornor. regard it 5 but bis eyes are on: 
 23:þe truth, Jerem. 5 233. Let thoſe that ſwear falfly well conſi- 
dmefHter it, leſt acurſe enter into their houſes, as the Lord threat- 
the teth, Zecb.5+3, ho : 
db: 2. He that ſwearcth muſt do it i righteouſneſſe, in a laws 
tetb Fall and juſt watter ; if the oath be promeſſory, the thing ſworn 
vboWnuſt be lawfull-and good 5; nor ſich. an oath as David ſwore. 
3udEpgainſt Nabaland his honſe, 1 Sam. 25.22, or Herod to Herodias, 
ex-B1Htth. 14.7. It the Oath be afſcrtory, let it be with righteous and 
creuſt intentions, to the furtherance of juſtice and charitie , and 
Ve-Sipen no. other account. 
ich .3. In judgement , that is, wiſely diſcerning the eecaſfion and 
theo deripg the:circamſtances of his oath. fpy, iaſtance ,; he that? 
Sa-Bſwears in.judgemwent will not ſwearin a triviall or fleight bufi-. 
iſ-Enefſe 3 che Name of the Lord is great , wonderful] ,..and holy, 
offand-not to be made nſe of bur in ſolemn and ſerious things. An 
atBhoneſt man will not ſwear ina falſe matter, :nor a wite man in 
Yatrivolous.” Oathes and Lors are of like natyre in this particu- 
"It 1ar, both ſeriouſlycobenſed, and in caſes of necefſitie. Temere 
Y jirat qui aliter poteſt pro#ims confulere, is-a ſober ſpecch, andto be 
neſf regarded ; If by any other means we ean provide for our neigh- 

Y bours good and ſateriegic is raſbnefle to {wear op his behalf. To 
# {wearin judgemes! » ist0 do .it with deliberation, and aftuall 
uy conſideration of the importance of av'oathzthe Majeſty, Truth, 
Z and Juſtice of him by whom, orunto whom we ſwear. - 

8 - Having thus confirmed and illutiraced the Propoſition, a 
| word of application will be.needfull. h 

* Firſt, by way of eonſutacion to thoſe who utterly deny the 

D lawfulneſle 


lam. 4. 12, 


. ( 1O ) ; 
lawfulnefle of oathes in the times ofthe Goſpell, and that under Ma, 
the countenance of this Scripture which I am inſiſting on, toge=, Mar 
ther with chat of the Apoſile Jamer,already mentioned, which I Wy 
hope are ſufficiently vindicated from any ſuch meaning ,-in the qe 
judgement of theeonliderate Reader: If men will ran away FA 
wich the ſound of words, inſtead of the ſenceof them , and fin- | 
gle out an expreſſion of Scripture, and urge ic againſt the evi- 
dence of ſeverall plain places ; ſpeaking the contrary, it argues. 
an Hereticall diſpolition , more addied to opinion than ro þ 
trach, Calvin takes notice of ſuch a temper, in his Commenta= 1 
ry upon this place, his words arectheſe, Vns cum Yixandielibi- 7 
dine crafſum inſcits1ws produnt Anabaptiſte dum, vocem unam moroſe Si; 
urgends, totem ſermons tenorem clauſs.c eculu preterennt © The Ana- 
baptifts by occafion of this Scripture diſcover { together with 7 
their perverſneſſe) grofle ignorance, while they frowardly urge * 
oneword, negleRing the whole frame of the diſcourſe. It is ſaid 7 
eur Anabaptiſts (ifchey will admit of that name, which they 
muſt rather chan we to gratifie them with the name of the bap- + 7} 
tized Charehes, deny onr own Baptiſme) allowof oathes: It 7? 
is well ifit proceed from a ſoundneſle , and not from a latitude 
of Principles : Bucby denying the uſe of them God loſes ho- 
nour, and men come ſhort Cmany times) of truth and juſtice. 

Te is true, if men were as they ought , yes and nay might ſuffice 

iriſtead of Ozthcs., Omnis fidelss jermo pro juramento eft , ſaith Hie- Þ 
r0me ; but we muſt take men as they are, with their defeats of Þ 
faith, truth, and knowledge, and the remedy of thoſe defefts, 7 


which is an Ozth, mult {t1}] continue. 


2. But becauſe where there is one too ſcrupulons,there are ma» 
ny tooProfuſe in the matter of oathes, a ſevere reprehenfion be 
longs to thoſe who oblerve no rule in ſwearing ; ſuch are they 
who ſweare by the Creatures, light, bread, or any thing that 
comes next hand, whereby « man firft abuſes his own reaſon; 
for what ridicalous folly is it to call inanimate Creatnres to at- 
teſt any thing > what madneffe to curſe our felves by oar bleſ- 
fings ? Secondly, he abnſes the Name of God, whieh ought te 
be interpoſed in an oath, by ſubſtituting any other thing in his 


room, which there is nothing in Heaven or Earth fir co —_ 
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+ aane ſociety, which is kait together by the bands of truth and 


| Scwith higheſtindignation to,be ealled co acteſt an uncruth ; 


| | C-24 | he's 
And thirdly, he abuſes the Creature it ſelf, by imploying itts 
$ xn end diſhononrable to ics Creator, an uſe co which it never 
BF was appointed ; and this may well be part of that burthen un- 
der «hich the Creature groancth and trave]lech in pain, as the 
FApoltleſpeaks Rows.1.22, andofthat vanitie of fin and trou-. 
-2ble which ic is ſubje&ed ro. To ſwear by Creatures below our ' 
Nelves , is to under-value our ſelves : For men verily ſwear by the 
Rgreater, Hebr.6.16. Toſwear by Creatures above our {clyes,(as 
Folorified Satnts and Angels) is to overvalue them, fer what or 
who are they that they ſhould be to us in the room of God? 
"TT hey alſo who regard noc trath,judgemeat, and righccouſneſle 
"Sa theiroathes, what reproof is ſharp enough for them ? To 
"Z{wear fallly by the Naneof the Godof truth, how great a pro- 
Frocation is ic? Thofſethat ſwear falſly, that is, - either that 
Zwhich they know to be falſe, or that which they know not to be- 
-Zuly, are highly guilcy of offence againſt the God of truth, 
"Hvholeeyesare upon the truth, Ferem. 5. 3. and alloagainit hu- 


Huſtice: The &gyprians had ſo reverent an eſteem of their Idols, 
An hichwere but vanity,and alic,that if any were found to ſwear 
Falfly by them, they were adjudged worthy of death; arid ſhall 
Ewe make light of abuſing che natne of theliving and trueGod? 
here is no perſon of honour and honeſty but would look upon! 


hat ſhall we then chink of the God of truth, wi!l he not be ve- 
y jealous for his honour, in ſuch a caſe 7 Iris ſad toſceand 
Fonfider how often men are produced. to ſwear contradicti- 
ns » where one muſt needs be guilty of falſe-hood in ſwearing, 
Maleſs, both parts of a. contradi&ion can be found true, which- 
3s impoſſible. And that which adds to the miſchiefe, is, thae 
Þnrighceouſneſs is bound up with untruch in the moſt falſe 
WDathes, and ſo bxcth Tablcs are broken at onee. Sometimes: 
Fmcn (wear faiſly, out of malice, and revenge, but icis a ſtrange. 
Revenge, todeſtroy a mans reputation , to wound his conſei- 
Rnce, ro hazard his ſalvation, that hemay requite another. Os 
ih: folly and madneſs w in the bearts of the ſons of men while they !i2e, 
92d after they goto the dead, as the wiſe man complaines, Ecleſ. 
9. 3. Others ſwear falſly out of a covetous principle, loving eve 
; : | 
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| (12) 4 
Wtes of unrighteouſne(s, as Balazn did ; bat what: profit is itts 
wan the world und loſe a mans own ſoul, Caith Chrift,who knew: well 
enough what the worth of both was, Hatth.16.26; fucha man 
islike to corweto Jads hisreckoning; who dearly earned the 
reward of iniquity, AF.1.i3. Others who think-irbaſe to forlwear# 
chemſelves tor money ,, will yet do ic out of reſpe&t ro a Saperi- 3 
5A orkindnefle to a friend; bur fora man to pawn hls ſoul 3 
/in courteſie,” is madnefle and not kindnefle, and moſt deſperate 
/ folly for onetoiay down his own conſcience or comfort as a 
Bridgeto makePaſlage for anothef to his worldly advantages, 
Bul ſhutup this adtmonicion with that of the Lord by the Pro. 
phet Zechariah, 8, 17. Let nmeof you imagine cvill in your heart( 


21 his neighbour, and love mo falſe Oath , for theſe things T have, 


auh the Lord. Odinm tetmmater ad nm'sfſe., DcftrnRtion is the's 
fruit of hatred. ey TOY TLTIETT Rt 
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' Andlafily, che numberofthetithar (wear but not in judge] 
ment, is excceding great ; alas, bory fery are there that underif 
ſtand an Oath, and fewer that eonfiderit ! Thoſe that fweats 
in common converſation, certainly ſwear not in judgements 


they doit fo frequenitly, fo —_— Thar their underltandingl 


canuot exerciſe any deliberareatt abourit; they rake ib Herk? 
notice of it tliat they, will hardly be bfoutghr-ro acknowledp 
they have ſwoin; if they, confeſſe it they willrell. yoa it wa 
before they were'aware, and fo are found witnefles againi 
themſzlves, that they ſwear'not in j#dgement :' but if every* id 
ward is to be accotinted for, as our Saviourtels us: auth. 12431 
what (ball we think ofjdle oathes, which bgtiifie nothing: but 
profane and vain ſpirit, will not they tnflamie che reekoning e 
ceedingly 3 The fonsof men ( eſpecially: great and'nobleper 
ſons ) cannot endure to have their Names tolſed up and dow 
among vain men, or uſed upon ſleight oecafions:' and will nof 
the God of heaven takeir in greatet ijidignarien that his Nan 
[which 4s great, wonder ful, bely)] T-uld be madetriviall or cor 
mon, by the frequent uſtirpacions of fgrorantend wicked men 
certainly he will not hold' them guiſtlefſe that thas rake hi 
Name in vain: It is not the plea of enftome that will excuſe no 
yet extemtiate theſin. Itis true, ſome places are ſo profine, uh: 
{wearing is become the Yery diale& of the Town _—_— 
> | Wei 
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where they dwell and fh1ll chey efcape by che commonneſſs of 
cheir- iniquity ». 20 ſurely neither nature nor cuſtome which is 
[ the ſecond natureare tolerable excuſes for any evill, but rather 
the .ggravations of it. Sin is not the leſſe bur. rather the more co 
ear 'Þ bebewailed, beeauſe of the deep root it hath in our corrupt na- 
Peri» Þ cures. In this glaſſc it was thar David and Pas! ſaw their lins 
ſoul Fo be above meaſure finfa}{, Pſal. 51.and Rom. 7. And the like ' 
rate 8 may be ſaidof cuſtome, alteranatura; it is {o little capable of bes 
Fivg aaa way of micigation of the fing of ſwearing, or 
#8 any other iptquity, thatit renders it the more miſchievous aud 
Y dangerous-The Lord by the Prophet Feremy gives an account 
Þ of the fiate of Judab, Chap. 13. 23. Can the Mthiopian change bis 
7] -ken, or the Leopard bu ſpots? then may ye alſo do good who are accuſtc= 
"7 med to do evill. Butwas this any advantage to them, that they 
2 were ſo accuſtomed toevill, that they could net leave it ? No, 
7 for it follows verſ.24. Therefore wi T ſcatter them as the. flubble that 
i paſſeth away by the winde of the wilderneſſe. This 1s thy lot , the portion 
if of thy meaſures from the, ſaith the Lord, Let men take heed of cuſto= 
nt; mary ſins. If men will be wont tofin , God is wont to puniſh, 
ings Octhersthere are more deliberatcin this wickedneſle, and ſa 
KKE more guilty; they think it a kinde of a gallantrie and graces 
TX fulncſfeef ſpeech to interlace jt with Oathes and Exceracions ; 
V4f nay, ſame are become fo execeding vain and vile, that they will 
E ſtudy new-faſhion'd Oathes, as well as cloaths,and ſogo down 
to deſtruftion in the right mode + Concerning theſe perſons I 
2:08 know not well what to ſay,but chooſe rather to fiand and ad- 
butY mice, firſt, the depth of wickednefſe and madueſle in the heart 
z Ul of man,which caſteth np ſuch mire and dirt; and then the in- 
PE nite patience of the God of heaven , who is highly ſenſible of 
low ſuch affronts and provocations , and eaſily ableto avenge him- 
1 no ſelf, yer forbears to exceute his juſt diſpleaſure, Bur ler them 
an who likeraging waves of the Seca thus foam. our their owne 
come ſhame, and vent the ſaperfluity of naughtineſle that is in:themy 
mens know, that though Godbelong ſuffering , yer he will not al- 
e hill wayes ſaffer, his patience hath prefixed bounds-; and though 
e no for ſome time there may be one event to the righteous and the 
tha ſinner, to hins that ſweareth and him that feareth an oath, as{aith the 
Preacher,Eccleſ, 9.2. yet there is aday of the revelation of the 
| E righteous 
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righteous judgement of God approaching , and then will the 
Lord put an everlaſting difference betwixt the righteous and i; 
the wicked; betwixt bin that ſerveth God, and him that ſerves bin 
not, Malach, 3.ult. It may be ſuch profane perſons finde not the hy 
Curſe entered into their houſes, according to the threatning 
Zacb.$.3,4. but ic is entred ints their hearts, which'is of worlk i Y 
conſequence,for by their hardaeſſe and impeniteney they trea- } 
fare up wrath againſt the day of wrath, F 
And though the perſons mentioned do moſt notoriouſly of i 
fend againltthis rule of ſwearing in judgement , for they have 
no judgement in their goings ordoings , yet they are notthe 
onely citendersin this point; there are many who call others # 
to wear, and are called lawfully therennto; that ruſh upon 
oathes without dune conſideration : they confider not the 3 
weight of the matter, orthe neceflity- of an Oath in'the caſe, eg 
Every unneceflary Oath isa vain Oath, and licigions perſons 
who occalion many Oathes for the deeifion of their needleſſe 
controverſies, will fiade they have much to anlwer for ; their i: 
fins againſt charitie by contentiong,againſ juſtice by vexations, 
and againſt the Name of God by ealling men to ſwear about 
that which is hardly worthy a mans going over the threſhold 
to prove. And though Eraſmus was too ſtrict in ſaying, Nyneft 
ingenui Chrift14ni jur are pro rebmues hujus ſcculi, pro predins tr nummis; 
yet the truth lies very near it, and that is , men ſhould be very 
backward to {wearing in ſuch eaſes, and utterly averſe if the 
Exed.22.11. difference may Otherwiſe be determined. An ®ath is rather to 
| be reckoned in neceſſ ui qnam in ſimpliciter bony, The command 
to ſwear by the Name of God, Dexter. 6.13. is not like that of 
ealling upon his name, but the meaning is, If there be a juſt occa- 
fion ofthy ſwearings then let it be by the Name of God, and 
not by any Idol or Creature, | 
Others conlidernot the ſolemnity of an Oath , the Majeſtic 
and Dread'ofthar Name which is inv-cated thereby, bur light 
'Iy, hattily, and irreverently uſe the Name of God, which is ful 
of provocation. It is ſad to ſee how in Courts of Juſtice, where 
Magiſtrates aretender enough of their own Honour and Power 
the Nameof God is profaned with rude and irreverent ſwea 
ing: What hudling of Qathes there is wich very little ſenſe © 
conlideratio 


(15). 
he Monfiderarion of the weight and importance of tkem, which if 
> Waminiſtred gith deliberation and ſolemaitie 5 would conduce 
;n 8. och to the Honour of God and the right. end of an Qarh, 
he Myhich is the ſeriousconfirmation of a Truth in queſtion. And it 
's Ayould be no (mall degree of reformation among, as in civill pro- 

e Xx eedingsif rhe number of Oathes weiE lefſened,and thoſe that 
a- Huſtbe taken Were adminiſtred with mores ſolemnitie, as all the 
Sarts of Gods Worſhip ought to be + Ler me therefore put you 
f: May Lord Mator & the relt of the Magiſtrates 11 miad, that G 
ve ah intruſted you with a'very great Treaſures which is The glori- 
he hu and fearful ame of theLord yourGod which he is very tender of, 
ers and expeas you ſhould be {o alſo, and ex reſſe your regard. 
on {Fhereto, by punilhing unlawfall eventing unnecetla- 
the y Oaches, and dal y regalating whail andne- 
ſe. Mecſſary, 11 Of | 
»ns Fon us when We (hall 
le F.ord, which is a.ttrong Tow 
cir and how ſad will ir be £0 finde ſuch a repu 
ns, you to do to take MY Name in your mouthss, pbich you 
out B(»ffered to be profaned, for want of executing the 
214 ritted to you by God and men? Is not every mansP | 
reſt Mthen heavie enough for him to bear? Letusnot then neither 
1; Magiſtrates nor Miniſters (for we are moſt eoncerned) make our 
ery ſelves partakers of other mens ins, by not. diſchargif12,992r qu- 
thetic rochem. This ball (affice o have ſpoken of Ty PN ON 
r rofl $500, wherein I have had more ſpeciall reſpe& to jet Bn, 
and} I come now t0 the ſecond, which will more direatly EIRE. 
it offl Oathes promifpry, 


ſach as you have taken this days 
cca" Propof- II, Ht is #tterly aboamin rforws 


or not to pc 
and ,1r Oathes mnto the Lord. The rig I-ribes and 
Phariſees which came ſhort ofthe Law , an 


eſticfy (251 havealceady ſaid) yerreach 

ght-W ro be performed; if Scriprure Wer (i 

; full and Nations would ſpeak plain 2 

hereſÞl being hardly any ſirupon whic 

wer then that of perjury 3 I (uppole bec 

carl} and malignitic that Tt carries wit 

kc oF which arc preſerved by crach and "al 
010 "2 
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ab omni evo circa pollieitationes ot cortratins maxima ſemper vis fur 
Jurrsmrandi. 1 think itntterly ſuperfluous to produce any thin 
by way of proof in fo clear a point as this ts , Fonly give 


' argument trom the leffeto the greater, \if itbe generally louk! 


npon as unworthy to break a mans word or promite ( as indeef 
it is, foric renders a man inconſtanty if not unfaithfnll.) mug} 
more unworthy is it to recede from a promiſe ftrengthened aud 
ſceonded with an Oath. It is worth the conſideration that 
Pa#l.2 Cor.1, 17, Where you find him execeding foliciton 
co preſerve his reputation from the ſtain of lightneſle; - When! 
therefore was thus minded did I uſe lightnefſe # orthe things that 
purpoſe do I purpoſe accordeng to the fleſh that with we there ſpould 


yea, yea, and nay, nay? But as God t« true , our word toward you w 


not yea, andnay: And ſoit becomes every one that nametls 
name of Chriit, the fajthfull and true witneſſe , to have atendeti 
reſpe@ to credit and eonfeience in the maiter of Oathes an 
promiſes which is one ſpeciall branch of that blefſed exerciſed 
keeping a good conſcience void of offence toward God and teward men. 
To chis may be added the eonfideration of the ftritneſle c 
God in this particular, how ſeverehath he been in reprehen 
ons and puniſhments forthe violation of promifſery Oather,thougl 
ſome excuſe might have been pleaded for the breach of then 
When $54a#l broke the Oath made by J-ſpxa and the Prinees « 
the Congregation to the Gibeonites, Foſbua 9.15. he might havif 


ſaid it was made by his Predeceſfors. but not by himielf; it waf® 
a ſurprize , a Covenant obtained by indire& and tallaciou 


meany, it ſeemed to claſh with the injun&ion of God for d 
ſtroying the Nations; &laſtly,that he did it not out of reveng 


_ orſelf-intereſt, but in zeal tothe people of God, the Childreqiſs 


of Iſrael : but notwithſtanding all theſe Pleasy the Lord rool 
himſelf ſo much concerned in the breach, that he looked upo 
the Houſe of Saul as a bloody Howſe for this cauſe; and rook 


ſharp recompenſefor his tranſgreſfion, 2 Sam. 21.1 ,2,&c. Ano 


ther inſtarce may be that of the King and Princes of Judzh,whi 


. being overcame by the King of Babylon, entercd into an Oar 


and a Covenant w/th him,which afterward they violated , byſi 
ſending Ambaſſadours to £2ypt for Auxiliarics, that th 
mighe get their neck from under the Yoke. OI * 

| = thin 
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king mightbepleaded,! as, Thatir was a forced Oath diawn 
rom them in extremity, that it was contrary to "the promiſes / 

\adeto Ifel\,: that'it ſhould be high above all Nations, con- 
Wccary/torhic honour and intereſt cf the Church of God tobe un- 
der the oppreſſion of itrangers : ſhould 7jract be a ſervant, a 
Wome-borniſhve, and nor deliver himſelf achisfirft advantage? 
Bur norwiſtanding all this the Kord tels them , that though the 
ozath was made $6 rheKing of Babylon that was his enemy as 
well as theirs, yetit wastheLords Oath : Theref.re thme ſaith the 
Lord, 4s I live ſurely mine Oath that be bath deſpiſed , and my Gove- 
ant that behath brokgn,even is will T recompenſe upon his own bead;and- 
] wil ſpread my Net upon hitn,. and he ſhall be taken in my ſnare; ſec- 
ng no Barids of niensniaking WiKHhold-himfafts, I'will make * 
{ſnare forhim'in which he half be Yurely hdd, & 
| Butbeciuſe notwithſtanding theNtriQnefſe of rhe obligation 
of promiſſory Oathes, there will be ſomeciimes a neceflicieof diſpen- 
ation, ſome explicatoryRules muſt be added\y, as, fo © 
An nnlawtull Oath or eagagemnete,' Tmiean ; that which. 
pbliges toa finfulFAQ, a hreaeh eFany"ef- Gods Commanide-/ 
s/> mult nor be- performed. Juramentun tori deber efſe 'vin= ' Luravit [David 
Inm iniquitati.. Ameſ. and theretote David did much better in remere ſed 


nfbreaking his- Oath made againlt Nabl and his houſe by way- 200m pleyir 


pf revenge, I- Saw. 25.22:23. theh Herod did by keeping that army 


Suſhi andsfinfoll.engagement made' to Herodias ,* Matth. 14, 7, 
8, 9. For'though irmay ſeem torefle& upon the obligation o _ 
W-n-Oath,” that in'any caſe it ſhould be remitted, yet it would 
be a-greater diſhonour tothe nature of an Oath if it ſhould beal- 
lbwed'to'tye « man ©o the diſobedience of Gods commands, 
zZnd ſo haveinfluence into lin. And-thereforeif any be ſoun- 
Wwarrancibly engaged; they mult repent of the firtt {in in ma- 
ing ſuch an Oath, and nox addea fecorid' in thekeeping of it: 
for as '\'we' {lay of precepts, ſowe may of promitles, Preceptuns Durand. | 
inferiorss non obligat extra poteſtatems ſuperiors. Neither precepts lb. 2: diſt. 39. 4 
nor promiſes made againſt che Iawfoll power-of our Superionr,. l 
much leſſe our ſupreme'God himfetf? are binding..”Naturall: 
Wight reaches thus far; iforwwe'find in Cartiar that Nicomachus lib.6: Cap.» 
having raſhly ſwornſecrecy ro Dymrur, when he underſtood the 3 
Foaſioeſſeto bean intended murther againſtthe King, - he denied 
F that 
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thathe-was abliged by a religious Bond tea a wicked AR, and re- 

vealed the matter. | .D 

2. An Oath binds not to impoſſibility, to ſwearthat which MM, 

is atthe preſent impoflible, is great raſhneſſe and folly; bucas 
man ſamecimes figds icimpoſible. to pecform that which was 
polſible whea he engaged to ir,but certainly with thepoſiibilitie 
the obligation caſes, and it futhges that there be a Willingneſle, & 
to per form,and a propenlitic to embrace an. opportunity of ful- 0. 
filling it, when God ſhall render is poſſible and fic co. be dene 3 
and hecethe Lord hinfſelfmakes a diſpenſatian. by-providence,, il 
as in thecaſe of an.nnjawiyll Oath he doth by Precepr. b; 

- 3+ - Ifche Oath be lawfull and, poſſible, though it be ex-Y 
tremely prejudiciall, and;incovenient unto the. perian fo inga-% 
ged, he isnot todiſpenie wlch-the performance of it- This is 
made a charafter of a Citizen-of Zim, that he ſweaieth: to his? 
own huct,and, changeth not; and itſufficeth not for an excuſe of! 
the breach, to ſay ,Fe-did itraſhly and upon mifrakgs, foriſo might] 
Hſpyaandihe Princes of Jroe{haveaid concerning their /Ogach 
to the Gibeeniterimhichwas an Oath of diladyantageto Hpe-has 

_ Saul thought, when in zeal. to their good hebrake.it, andan 
Oath wherein theywere furprized, yer they. were obliged; by.it.] 
And ag, for that diſpenſation which ſome allow inthe. caſe o: 
prejudiceto publike- good, a)thongh Lwonld:not wholly reje& 

it; fara man may paſs away his own right when he cannot: dp 
ſo with the publique , yer it is to beadmitted with very muc{ii 
caution and tendernefie , becauſe there is great danger Jeatt it; 
open a gap to unjult and unneceſlary violations af this 1dJigiou 
bead, and be made cloke to private intereſts 43 frequentlyi 
is, and therefore lec it be.a clear and indilpatable good , and 
judged ſo to be.by others rather then: hita that is to difpenceſſÞbſe 
with his Oath aboutit. To keep an Oath, with my own di 
advantage is a demonſtration how far I,ptefer the name of God; 
the honour of Religion unto my own concernments, and ſo ani 
argument. of ſincerity toward God, or at leaſt ofhonelty a 
mong men. Having gone as far as the limits ofa Sermon wi 
permitt,, I muferefer to Treatiſes for that which is farther deſi 
red conceraing this- ſubjeRt, oncly I muſt cloſe- with a word 0f 


application. 
Firf 


* 


re- i Firſt , 'to thafe who have the power of impobog promiſſory Application i 


- +{Wathes upon others ; that rhey wauld be exceeding tendergniay 

bY will ſay, backward and averſe unto ſuch kind of obligations, 

AÞme have thoughe them utter! y nolawfull and that our Savionr 

IÞ this Text intcads the prohibition of them, whom though we 

ie {nor agree toyyet we muft acknowledge them to be exCeeding. 

fle; Gangerons; A;riory Oathes are the end 5 ail ſtrife, hut promiſſory 

- *@aches prove many. times the beginnings and aggrayatians of 

©3. Wife, and if chore ought robe ſo great Eare to avoid unneceſly- 
3 Oaches in caſe of affertion, certainly much-more ir eaſe © 

*Sligation': to offend in the former. is,an aft more tranſient , 

"3H che lactec more peciganent. Goyernours are ready to-think it. 

- Wcheir great ſecurity ro eſtabliſh chenmſclves by Oathes,, Cove- 

ncs ,% engagements;the uſeof them 1s not ablolutely denyed,. 

Mi the abuſe and unproficableſleofthem igevidently manifeſt ; 

of FÞw calily meniſay cven concerning theſe, Let ws break their bonds. 
ſunder, - an caff away their cords from ws. The policies of meg 

ave þeea-pronounced vain in'this cafe, and will be, ſolongas 
nparpole agcordiag to thefleſh, ( as.Panl{peaks.2 Corr, ) 
cir words.willbe yea and nay; 'and eſpecially rado icatſach. 

I'«Wrimeas chisz/ a time of unſetledneſſe and: quick revolution, . 
 offWherin ic wereroo hardatask to bid a man lay. hold of the Sails 

a whirling. Wiadoaill,. or lay the wheels of a running Cha-. 
Wot : thetruth is, men will not bz bound, much leſſe will the Al- 

ſighcy by ſuch Cordsastheſe, Cunſt thou draw out: Levighan 

t it tb a Frook? Job 4.1, ,. ; 3 544451 ' ; 

The-like may beſaid in ſome degree conceraing the Oarhes. 

en by iaferiousQttcers,, by Tradeſmen in. Companies and: 

Worporations;. theſe Oachez are toomuch_ uſed , and too little: 

vlarved among them) :. I think jit is, poſſible ro, hold:torth a* 

iWorecxcellent way hath, inrthe former caſe aud tha latter 37 If, 

agilirazce would tak® fak hald of che peoplecancblay inp, oo 
anſſoations upon them z ic ruſt now be by words, but. aftionss noe: 
the peoples Promiſes, bat their own performances  UVb: nor 
janwepiens; fiderjinfl ahils regnums eſt Laiththe Heathen Poet. 
iengions perſons who. lay..to heaxt the things. of God, 

Would be obliged by nothing more; then. dye liberty and. order . 

matters of Religionz | which mo, am loryan. ey. bavc been ; 
"2 cept 
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kept at diſtanee, are not onely poſſible but wilfing to be recon: 
eiled.” Farh and 0rger are matter of rejoycing to'an Apottte 
Col. 2:5: And as thoſe who arefor heaven would be molt'th 
paged by ſuch means; ſythey who ate for the earch , by con. 
ſulting their profic & thejr quiet, both cheoneand the other by 
pablizeJuſtice in which ali areequally concerned. And as to rhy 
Jatter caſe, concerning thetying of Officers. and @thers to thei 
duties by the Bond of Oathes, ic isindeedinir ſelf the moſt \, 
cred and ftrong'tye,but it is not fotorhe generalitic of men,whi 
are more awed by Penalties then by Oathes; and till the rey 
rence of an Oath be reſtored rothe world, that men ſhall regar{ 
cheir Conſeiences more then their Purſes; ir would be advantagyy 
ro both Parties concerncd'in promiſſory Oxthess that penalties wet 


I 


mahy.crmes impoſed if cthetpoin'ofthem.. 7 0 
2.” Tſhall adde _ 'to thoſe *perſcns whoare ingaged ir 
Oarhes promiſſory, Firſt, that we ſhould look back upon all 


the folemnubligations of this kinde into which we have at an 
time entred, and ſeriouſly bewail.before the Lord onr greatfit 
and folly.concerning them ; how rafbſy, ſlightly, implicitly 


and inconfiderately have we advciituredupori Ozthes,Seholle 
it the Univerticies, Tradefinen apon their admiſſions to freedon 
Officers entring on publike employments? and if weſearche 
copſcicnces it may be we ſhall finde lictleof them remaining, bt 
the guilc ; Ter us humhle our ſelves and pray eliat- it 'may be 
removed. And tetnsnotthink thar ſafficient, but account'ir ou 
dutie to revive them, and ſofarr as ir is lawfult onpoſſible, ho 
our.ſe{ ves'bliged to perform them, though we have been'h 
catiteloufly 6d unwilely ſurprized in them. Looſe and libertir 
ſpirits are very forward-to ſay, Letts break theſe Bondsinfi 
der, and Caſt away thefe Cordyfrom us ;: Jet us lookK'wportthen 
at Almanacks ont of dare; (bit Fr ſfuch-rake tied ithep reckon 
notWitho'lt the'F {4 whole recount? flvglt onlyManid ti thi 
dif of onr great actomr, nd 4Þ that'be found *upon'the File 
wh:ch wethovght ha& bith cat&dllad ic wil be a ſad reckoning 
And to invert that of the Roman. Senitour © * Sinn Rometamd 
veſtri miſtreſcite:'' If you-havenbcompiſſion of your iſeulves;56ſ 

leteniab 23- pitey a poer Nation thaclies morning 'ander Oathes; more 

10, ly the rafh vain 'Oathes 'of profanc' and licetitions' men; bat 

_— deliberate 
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ty Ozthesand Wy - ily and 
an hob would! ndt'extehvi TY OHH Wt 
bat ſwetting ; det che ANF 2) JH are'tke' wb Magph 
er, when'the litter ire: 'a8'rmar, ther, ' The Lord forgive” gy Jin aud! 

il onr Lond, : 

And for the time toeome let'us as fit as poſſibly we may ab6kd? 
rem » Falſe jurdtio mala off , omni perieuoſ;, Bur if there be” 
quit arid tieceffary occafon for x promiffory Oath; pas fofncrjmes * 

kere nay 3 Aet as be exctttding circum{pett i in the taking ofity 
ell weighing whacwe do and withwhat intencion'! and.be-" 

g once Engaged Nt to fudy evaſions bur execiitiohs of truſt 
«Fi romile. hatcanTſa ay 'thorethen the Lordharh faid in 
is erpermill law: The Lord wil ttt hold birw gnilflefe. thy rakith 
4 Name if v4in; "There is muthRid, brit moto Inremied then 
piefſed,'in theſe words'; the uw WIll deaf yietr Tack” Ber 
Op as oNe' leet bp ovoettion;5 10 2 5 
Give me feave to be plain r om Lort 
we and Shereffy" are t parioit lng * are'Oirh ; Dat your 
I fee Je tet nts 2 Thil,” 


" 50 your 
4 Wale fnihg, [yo Re rat\ {yl My 


F tou det h6 F'6f # prens 
zuoundto® ediſtethreth rs'th hi of: your * Hl vet 
Thich'is a greet word andtha robe j erformed. © © 
7 ua _ "Alder en; Tn bieROb ceſl,and four and hey: 
e called Ot; th off ihe Meir In bis office to come 
. » Poon at af let  whow you are ha for, whle/3jok Wave a juſt. 
Dake Reg of! 'hindfing? At of or dings take heed? 
ic fenting yout ſelves upon fi Say exa(es! ; orthings ef leſfe 
zoment then that yoo are*ealted antd; thick nor to be your 
own judges in the excuſe, you will find ancther beſides you, and 
bove you, whoſe Judgment, is Fp-ording to truth. Think not 
hat if you have nor takerrthre Oath this year, youare not obli- 
ed, a former Oath binds you as long as yoa continue in 


ngFyour Stz.ion. Give not heed te evaſions, but in all doubcfull 


acyyour lips 


4 things take the ſafer courſe, You alſo take an Oath of ſecrecy, 
Fin which there is a ſnare, be carefull that you be not taken ip its 
but lex prudence and conſcience ſer a wateh before the door of 


G You 
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: You thatare Freemen of the Cicie are alſo tgdeethis .ſacrg 
Bond, for preſerv®tion of the due rights 014 privitedgey of the Giriss 
and to be obedient tothe juſt and good gage rm: nt of the. fawe,: Tak 
you heed al{o,and be exceeding cirelnipe, diſpenee.not with 
your obedience, where the Lawes of GoJ,, and che Lawes of chy 
Land allow not a diſpenſation; think not ic is left co your pris 
| vate determination, what is juſt and ga04 goverment; you 
muſt take it as you find it, anddoall things withoat murmuringg 
and diſputings, where the Lawes of your Saperiors.are not cony 
trary te che. Divinc and Sapceme Law. So ſhall you ſeek ang 
procurethe peace of the Citric, and of your own ſouls allo. ; 
You are ſametimes called as Jurors, and ſworn to mzke tray 
Inquiſitions and Preſentments; not tc preſent for batred or malice, nt ta 
forbear Preſenting for fauaus or reward, truly to trie Iſſues accordi 
70 your-evidexce,nort your privy opinions and mittaken chariti 
Take the counſell givea by Hoſes 50 Lirael. Take berd.to your ſelverg 
and keep your fouls diligently. In allthings that I have ſard unto you be 
eircamſpeF. Iadde only thisone coniidecation from the uſyalh 
cloſe of your Qathes wherein you pro:niſe ro, de ſuch and ſuch, 
things, je help you God; amoſtweightic and.impartant.exprefls 
on. .If the Lord help nat, how ſad igthe condition ofany.of ust, 
and ſhall we forfeic our Intereſt iq it; by, breaking, the Oac} 
weenter into? and give the Ll occaſion. to ſaywhen weflie 
for'he!p unto his Name, Haw can you expel belp from wee,  remems> 
ber the day when youſaid nd (weregth at «« you.cxpeied help from me , you 
would dothe things which you bave rot regarded. Thus have I ageord- 
ing to my, meaſure given in.that counſell which I defiremay be 
acceptzble to you. The, Lord by his bleſſed Spirit ſapply the des 
fects of my words, and efall our hearts and wayes. 
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